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DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA FOR THYROID NODULES
FINDINGS SHAPE BORDER MARGINAL INTERNAL ECHOES
---------------------------- HYPOECHOIC -----=-----mm-mmmmmsmmsmmoooooooomooooooos
EDGE CHARACTER  ZONE ECHO HOMOGENEITY ~ STRONG
DEFINITION LEVEL ECHOES
BENIGN regular well-defined smooth regular high-low homogeneous coarse/single
MALIGNANT irregular ill-defined jagged irregular low heterogeneous  fine/multiple

Remarks)

Dt is difficult to diagnose follicular carcinoma with these diagnostic criteria.

2)Shapes are expressed as round, oval, etc., and are designated regular. Shapes which are not uniform are expressed as irregular.

3)Echo levels in the solid parts of nodules should be evaluated in comparison with those in the surrounding thyroid tissues. When a diffuse
goiter exists special care is required, because the echo levels in the surrounding thyroid might be altered. For the diagnosis of adenomatous
goiter, employment of other diagnostic tools might be useful.

4)The strong echoes in the border areas are not included in the differential findings, as they have a different significance to the echoes from

within the nodules.
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